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Tourism Growth
Partnership Plan
vielding results

By Bongani Mdakane

Sustainable tourism and con-
servation are essential to South
Africa’s goal of bringing in
15-million foreign tourists by
2030 - and the South African
National Parks (SANParks) has
positioned itself as an important
conduit between the private sec-
tor and communities where it
operates across the country.

Speaking at the 2026 Africa’s
Travel Indaba, SANParks CEO
Hapiloe Sello said it was impor-
tant to get business on board as
partnersin uplifting small and
medium-sized enterprises, es-
pecially in the more remote ar-
eas of the country. The agency
oversees South Africa’s premier
conservation areas - 21 nation-
al parks and 10 marine protect-
ed areas - covering more than
44 595km? across the country.

“SANParks prides itself on
being a great agency aimed at
presenting the country’s tour-
ism to the world. We are at the
forefront of making sure that
our tourism clients get the most
amazing experience when they
visit our establishments.

“We are also proud to state
that during the financial year
ending March 31, 2026, SAN-
Parks welcomed 6.8-million
tourists across all its sites. We
believe that we have fully recov-
ered now from the pandemic,
and we are going strong to build
a great legacy in the conserva-
tion space,” she said.

Every year, Africa’s Travel
Indaba brings together indus-
try players such as exhibitors,
tour operators, small-, medium-
and micro-sized enterprises,
hospitality and accommodation
businesses, and specialised en-
vironmental and conservation
enterprises to showcase their
offerings to international and
local buyers and leisure tour-
ism services partners.

This year was no different.
The Inkosi Albert Luthuli Con-
vention Centre in Durban again
provided a platform for stake-
holders in the sector to come to-
gether and map a way forward
as the deadline of 2030 looms.

President Cyril Ramaphosa
officially opened the conference
themed “Unlimited Africa” on
Tuesday, where he noted the
role of tourism in creating eco-
nomic opportunities across var-
ious value chains in communi-
ties across the country.

“We take pride in the part-
nerships that have carried us
through some of the most chal-
lenging years the global tour-
ismindustry has faced. It is the
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President Cyril Ramaphosa opened this year’s Indaba.

Driving tourism to unlock
sustainable economic growth

SANParks welcomed 6.8 mullion tourists at its sites in the past financialyear./Photos Supplied

tourism aspect that can show-
case our continent, to show the
beauty and the sophisticated
cultures of our continent and
the heritage, the very rich her-
itage, of this continent. We are
the continent from which hu-
manity originated. That’s what
we need to showcase,” said
Ramaphosa.

Ramaphosa also noted that
the country welcomed 10.5 mil-

“We are already seeing in-
vestment in tourism products,
including the R24-billion ex-
pansion of the V&A Water-
front; R10.5-billion is being in-
jected into Winelands Airport,
while here in KwaZulu-Natal,
the R2.1-billion Club Med Beach
& Safariresort, which opensin
July, stands as a bastion of suc-
cessful public-private partner-
ship,” said De Lille.

Overthe years, Africa’s Trav-
el Indaba has positioned itself
as a platform for exposure for
SMME:s.

Elvis Swart from Khomani
San, a small business of the in-
digenous hunter-gatherer com-
munity in the Southern Kala-
hari Desert, Northern Cape,
also came to showcase crafts
created there. Cultural objects
that are pivotal to the commu-
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The 2026 Africa’s Travel Indaba brings industry players together.

nity’s survival and heritage,
such as bows and arrows; hunt-
ing spears; jewellery; and wa-
ter-storing containers, were on
display as part of the education
for visitors.

“Our business belongs to the
Khomani Communal Proper-
ty Association, owned by the
members of our community.
When tourists visit Kgalagadi
Transfrontier Park, as Khom-
ani San, we do great business
based on the number of tourists
coming,” said Swart.

Another small business own-
er, Tshepo Nake from Tinyiko
Kruger Lodge, a private 4-star
accommodation located in Mar-
loth Park, right on the southern
border of the Kruger National
Park, said that for him to be at
Africa’s Travel Indaba was a
big deal.

“Since we started our busi-
ness in 2017 with only eight
rooms, we have managed to
expand, and we now have 16
rooms,” said Nake.

For Nake and others, the mar-
keting opportunities presented
by exhibiting at Africa’s Travel
Indaba are priceless.

e Mdakane travelled to
Africa’s Travel Indaba as aguest of
SANParks.

lion tourists, pointing out
that this is a great mile-

stone and economic spin-
ner for South Africa.
“When tourists travel,
they do not travel emp-
ty-handed. They come
with foreign exchange,
create tax revenues and
encourage investment
inflows. We are also
working to expand our
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travel within Africa, we
strengthen our econo-
mies, deepen our cultur-
al ties, and build a more
integrated continent,”
said Ramaphosa.

Tourism Minister Pa-
tricia de Lille report-
ed that the cabinet-ap-
proved Tourism Growth
Partnership Plan from
last year was beginning
to yield results.
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